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East Bay cop to plead guilty in drug case
Justin Berton
Updated 8:48 p.m., Monday, December 3, 2012

Norman Wielsch Photo: Lacy Atkins, The Chronicle / SF

 

The former commander of an elite Contra Costa
County police squad will plead guilty this week to
charges that he stole narcotics from evidence
lockers and tried to sell them back on the street
with the help of a private investigator, court
records show.

Under a plea deal filed Monday in federal court,
Norman Wielsch, 51, will admit to five charges in a

2011 federal indictment in exchange for a lighter sentence.

The charges allege that he stole marijuana and methamphetamines, falsely arrested a
suspected drug dealer, and stole cash and cell phones from prostitutes, his attorney said.

The terms of the deal require Wielsch to agree not to argue for fewer than 10 years in
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prison when he is sentenced by a judge in February, his attorney, Michael Cardoza, said.
Wielsch was facing more than 25 years behind bars. Federal guidelines recommend that he
serve 14 to 17 years, but the judge has wide discretion on the length.

"After a full evaluation of all the evidence," Cardoza said, "he decided that it would be in
his and his family's best interest to plead guilty."

Before his arrest, Wielsch was an agent with the state Bureau of Narcotics Enforcement for
12 years, and most recently served as commander of the Central Costa County Narcotics
Enforcement Team, an elite multi-agency team that conducted drug raids and shut down
prostitution rings.

The change of plea ends one story line in a saga that began in February 2011, when
authorities arrested Wielsch and his friend, Concord private investigator Christopher
Butler, 51.

Those arrests came after one of Butler's most trusted employees wore a concealed wire and
video-recorded the two men making a drug deal. The video appeared to show Wielsch
counting money and voicing concerns about selling confiscated drugs.

Butler, who pleaded guilty in September and is serving an eight-year prison term, earlier
told authorities about a raft of dirty deeds that allegedly involved four other local lawmen.

The ensuing investigation led to the imprisonment of Wielsch's second-in-command, San
Ramon officer Louis Lombardi, 40, for stealing cash and drugs from crime scenes and
lifting two stolen guns. Two Richmond police officers with ties to Butler were sentenced in
August on charges that they illegally purchased guns for minors and tried to obstruct a
federal investigation.

And former Contra Costa County Deputy Sheriff Stephen Tanabe, 48, has pleaded not
guilty to charges that he participated in Butler's "dirty DUI" stings, where prosecutors say
the officer arrested men who were targeted and set up for drunken driving arrests. His
trial is pending.

In addition, Butler told authorities that Wielsch assisted him when he opened a Pleasant
Hill massage parlor to front for a brothel. The private eye said Wielsch shared in the
profits and used his law enforcement position to protect the operation, while ordering
raids on competing brothels.

Cardoza said his client's alleged connection to the parlor was not among the charges he'll
admit to Wednesday, when he is scheduled to appear in an Oakland courtroom before he
is taken into custody.

"He spent the weekend with his church group," Cardoza said. "He understands from that
day on he will be serving a lengthy amount of time for the crimes he committed."

In interviews after his arrest, Wielsch said he was deeply stressed from his job when he
decided to steal the drugs and regretted the dishonor he brought to law enforcement.

"Norm certainly hopes other police officers are paying attention to what went on in this
situation," Cardoza said, "and if they are ever tempted to do anything that they give it a
second thought and not do it."

Justin Berton is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. E-mail: jberton@sfchronicle.com.

Twitter: @justinberton
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The penalties for corrupt public officials should be extreme. For what this guy did in abusing his power, ten
years seems light.
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'He spent the weekend with hos church group." I don't understand what this has to do with anything. Am I
supposed to feel some sympathy or what? He's a criminal. Worse, he's someone that awas sworn to uphold
the law and chose to turn his back on that commitment.

|

|

[Report Abuse]

2 replies

View Comments (37)

http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/
http://www.sfgate.com/business/
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/
http://www.sfgate.com/food/
http://www.sfgate.com/living/
http://www.sfgate.com/travel/
http://shopping.sfgate.com/
http://jobsearch.local-jobs.monster.com/Search.aspx?wt.mc_n=hjnpsearch&ch=sanfranchron&q=&where=San%20Francisco,%20CA&re=130&cy=us&brd=1
http://www.sfgate.com/realestate/
http://www.sfgate.com/cars/
http://www.sfgate.com/index/
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle-contacts/
http://www.hearst.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/privacy-policy/
http://www.sfgate.com/privacy-policy/#caprivacyrights
http://www.sfgate.com/termsandconditions/
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/hr/
http://cie.sfchron.com/sfc_nes_portal/
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/events/
http://www.sfgate.com/submissions/
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/adsite/
http://sfgate.kaango.com//
http://www.sfgate.com/privacy/
http://www.legalnotice.org/pl/SFGate/landing1.aspx
http://local.sfgate.com/
https://www.myhearstnewspaper.com/sanfrancisco/subscribe1.aspx?pid=95
https://www.myhearstnewspaper.com/SanFrancisco
http://www.sfgate.com/ipad/
http://eedition.sfchronicle.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/mobile/
http://www.sfgate.com/rss/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/newsletter/services/main
http://www.sfgate.com/feedback/
http://www.sfgate.com/faq/
http://www.sfgate.com/corrections/
http://www.sfgate.com/getus
http://local.sfgate.com/airconditioningcontractors.html
http://local.sfgate.com/cardealerships.html
http://local.sfgate.com/cleaningservice.html
http://local.sfgate.com/familydoctor.html
http://local.sfgate.com/furniturestores.html
http://local.sfgate.com/injuryattorney.html
http://local.sfgate.com/restaurants.html
http://local.sfgate.com/newcardealer.html
http://local.sfgate.com/realestateagents.html
http://local.sfgate.com/realestateattorney.html
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/info/copyright/
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/articleComments/East-Bay-cop-to-admit-guilt-in-drug-case-4088040.php?plckFindCommentKey=CommentKey:79ba317a-f665-4e3b-82b2-53968719362e
http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/East-Bay-cop-to-plead-guilty-in-drug-case-4088040.php#
http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/East-Bay-cop-to-plead-guilty-in-drug-case-4088040.php#
http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/East-Bay-cop-to-plead-guilty-in-drug-case-4088040.php#
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/articleComments/East-Bay-cop-to-admit-guilt-in-drug-case-4088040.php?plckFindCommentKey=CommentKey:70dd79b5-9d0b-4883-8663-4604bdd14fe4
http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/East-Bay-cop-to-plead-guilty-in-drug-case-4088040.php#


12/4/12 7:26 AMEast Bay cop to plead guilty in drug case - SFGate

Page 5 of 5http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/East-Bay-cop-to-plead-guilty-in-drug-case-4088040.php


