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It is believed to be the first criminal case
dropped because of connections to Norman Wielsch, 49, a state Department of Justice
agent who until last month commanded the multiagency Central Contra Costa
Narcotics Enforcement Team. It may not be the last, however - the county district
attorney's office said as many as 40 cases with ties to Wielsch are under review.

Wielsch was arrested Feb. 16 and charged with 25 felony counts connected to the
alleged theft of methamphetamines, marijuana, steroids and prescription pills from law
enforcement evidence lockers.
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Authorities believe he passed the stolen drugs on to his close friend Christopher Butler, 1. Oscar Grant's best friend shot dead

49, a former Antioch police officer-turned-private investigator, who then located 2 ;'aecr:bsog'lf"(VGFggaG”)c"d Google STILL Is About

buyers. 3. 'Harry Potter' conjures first-day record of
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Both Wielsch and Butler pleaded not guilty to charges of stealing and selling drugs, and 4. Prefabricated homes go upscale
5. In Women's World Cup, hard to root against

both remain free on bail. Japan

6. Burning body IDd as 21-year-old Union City
Wielsch's multiagency team targeted prostitution outfits in addition to drug rings. mother _ o
. . . . 7. Bicyclist runs red light, badly injures
Wielsch played an undercover john during a July 2009 sting at the Excel Massage pedestrian
Therapy parlor in San Ramon that led to two arrests and netted $125,000 in seized

assets. FROM OUR HOMEPAGE

Deputy District Attorney Gary Koeppel said the case hinged on the testimony of the
former task force leader, who reported that he was solicited for sex as he lay on a
massage table.

In his arrest report, Wielsch wrote that he could not bring an audio or video recording
device into the room because the parlor was outfitted with transmitters to detect
electronic surveillance equipment.

. .. . - . Public art gets private help
"It's unfortunate that Mr. Wielsch's activity has impacted our ability to go forward with ArtCare raising funds for repairs of 15 artworks

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/03/23/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL Page 1 of 3


http://www.sfgate.com/mediakit/
http://clicks.beap.ad.yieldmanager.net/c/YnY9MS4wLjAmYnM9KDE0aDYzNnN1dihnaWQkMDhmOTFmNjQtYWZmYy0xMWUwLWFjZDctNWYyMzMyNjEwOGYzLHN0JDEzMTA4NTU3ODM4MjczNzksc2kkMjEzNTUxLHYkMS4wLGFpZCRrRFN3Sm1LSURmVS0sY3QkMjUseWJ4JEd1OFZuR05oRThhVlQuRzA3SmFhYVEsciQwLHJkJDExZTdscnVlaSkp/0/*http://www.kgoradio.com/Article.asp?id=2220422
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/
https://www.subscriber-services.com/sfchron/ns/nssplash.asp?pid=1
http://www.sfgate.com/news/bayarea/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/nation/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/world/
http://www.sfgate.com/politics/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/crime/
http://www.sfgate.com/technology/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sfgate/
http://www.sfgate.com/education/
http://www.sfgate.com/sfgreen/
http://www.sfgate.com/science/
http://www.sfgate.com/health/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/weird/
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/webreg/user/xaccount
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/webreg/user/reg_cnt
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/qws/as/main
https://twitter.com/share?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Farticle.cgi%3Ff%3D%2Fc%2Fa%2F2011%2F03%2F23%2FBA8M1IH2ET.DTL&related=insidescoopsf&source=tweetbutton&text=Pimping%20case%20killed%3B%20tainted%20cop%20was%20chief%20witness&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Farticle.cgi%3Ff%3D%2Fc%2Fa%2F2011%2F03%2F22%2FBA8M1IH2ET.DTL&via=sfgate
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fcgi-bin%2Farticle.cgi%3Ff%3D%2Fc%2Fa%2F2011%2F03%2F22%2FBA8M1IH2ET.DTL
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/07/16/BAB31KBD8A.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/07/16/BANQ1KB5PU.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/07/16/BAK81KB0HI.DTL
javascript:sfg_pho001_default_photo_gallery_as.prev();
javascript:sfg_pho001_default_photo_gallery_as.next();
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/n/a/2011/07/15/entertainment/e144001D39.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/n/a/2011/07/15/entertainment/e144001D39.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/g/a/2011/07/15/Limelight_Listing.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/g/a/2011/07/15/Limelight_Listing.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/g/a/2011/07/15/Celebrity_Stalking_Victims.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/g/a/2011/07/15/Celebrity_Stalking_Victims.DTL
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=1669kcgb5/M=601766355.602816978.820433551.790174551/D=ncnwsloc/S=2022775853:AP107/Y=PARTNER_US/L=08f91f64-affc-11e0-acd7-5f23326108f3/B=boDGBGKIDKU-/J=1310855783901213/K=B1pe7sCizoEjEhiDrhIL0g/EXP=1310862983/A=3523735270488321935/R=0/X=2/SIG=11lo31ee6/*http://www.Sfgate.com/ipad?cmpid=adgtipalagotpencil
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/03/23/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL&type=printable
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/03/23/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL&type=printable
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/03/23/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL&type=friend&emailcolor=%23F580E7&origin=http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi%3Ff%3D%2Fc%2Fa%2F2011%2F03%2F23%2FBA8M1IH2ET.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/03/23/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL&type=friend&emailcolor=%23F580E7&origin=http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi%3Ff%3D%2Fc%2Fa%2F2011%2F03%2F23%2FBA8M1IH2ET.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article/comments/view?f=/c/a/2011/03/22/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article/comments/view?f=/c/a/2011/03/22/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article/comments/view?f=/c/a/2011/03/22/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/mediakit/
http://clicks.beap.ad.yieldmanager.net/c/YnY9MS4wLjAmYnM9KDE0NG5uaHU2NChnaWQkMDhmOTFmNjQtYWZmYy0xMWUwLWFjZDctNWYyMzMyNjEwOGYzLHN0JDEzMTA4NTU3ODM4MjczNzksc2kkMjEzNTUxLHYkMS4wLGFpZCRIRHF3Sm1LSURmVS0sY3QkMjUseWJ4JEd1OFZuR05oRThhVlQuRzA3SmFhYVEsciQwKSk/1/*http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3b46/4/fc/%2a/o;243649687;0-0;0;65239537;4307-300/250;42743268/42761055/1;;~fdr=242391230;0-0;0;65234576;4307-300/250;42580367/42598154/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.chevybaseball.com/athletics?cmp=OLA_BRAND_5198496_42743268
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/03/23/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/03/23/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/03/23/BA8M1IH2ET.DTL#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/07/16/BAB31KBCN2.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/g/a/2011/07/16/businessinsider-heres-how-paranoid-google-is-about-facebook-2011-7.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2011/07/14/national/a103611D04.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/07/16/BUUK1KA3RS.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/07/16/SP3K1KB61F.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/07/16/BANQ1KB5PU.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/07/16/BAUL1KB1PH.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/07/16/MN2V1KB2T7.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/07/16/MN2V1KB2T7.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/
http://www.sfgate.com/business/
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/
http://www.sfgate.com/food/
http://www.sfgate.com/living/
http://www.sfgate.com/travel/
http://www.sfgate.com/columns/
http://www.sfgate.com/buyandsell
http://www.sfgate.com/jobs/
http://www.sfgate.com/homes/
http://www.sfgate.com/autos/

Pimping case killed; tainted cop was chief witness

prosecution," Koeppel said. A judge dismissed the case Thursday at Koeppel's request.

Koeppel said that he planned to prosecute at least two cases connected to Wielsch's
team in the coming weeks, but that Wielsch was not directly involved in the arrests. "At
this point I have no plans on dismissing those cases," he said.

Robert Cummings, who represented the woman cleared of a misdemeanor pimping
charge, said his client sold the business after her arrest. The woman is still trying to
recover the $125,000 that the county seized from her, he said.

"It's a shame when law enforcement defies the public trust," Cummings said. "It echoes
throughout the judicial system."

Wielsch's attorney, Michael Cardoza, was not surprised by the district attorney's
decision.

"Certainly, Wielsch's credibility would become the focus of any trial," Cardoza said.
"The D.A. has made a sagacious decision to dismiss this case.”

The attorney said Wielsch was having financial troubles caused in part by his
daughter's medical problems. Cardoza said Wielsch has assisted investigators and took
"early responsibility” for his actions.

Butler's attorney has made no such admission on his client's behalf.

In addition to the drug charges, a prosecutor said in court that Butler orchestrated
"dirty DUIs" - hiring women to get male investigative targets of his firm drunk at bars,
then arranging with law enforcement friends to have the men arrested for drunken
driving.

A sheriff's deputy who allegedly worked with Butler has resigned, but no charges have
been filed in connection with the arrests.

Wielsch and Butler are due back in court April 21 for a preliminary hearing.

E-mail Justin Berton at jberton@sfchronicle.com.
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