“Prostitution is like rape...”

Cops Hire/ Solicit Prostitutes/ Don’t lose their jobs

Menlo Park cop caught with prostitute keeps job

January 15, 2013
Case sheds light on confidential police disciplinary process
by Sandy Brundage Almanac Staff

Hearing a knock at the Motel 6 door, a prostitute wearing a black catsuit answered, $20 bills stashed in her cleavage. In the
bathroom, Sunnyvale police officers found a veteran Menlo Park police detective wearing nothing.
End of his career? Nope.
Officer Jeffrey Vasquez, 48, returned to duty in the Menlo Park Police Department late last year, following an internal
affairs investigation triggered by the bust. He had also been charged with misdemeanor solicitation by the Santa Clara
County District Attorney. What internal sanctions he faced remains unknown; the state's confidentiality laws prevent
discovery of penalties levied by his employer.
Under California law, internal affairs investigations -- even the fact that an investigation has occurred -- are confidential personnel matters. So are
complaints of misconduct and police disciplinary records.

Part of their discussion involved the city's binding arbitration policy, invoked when a police officer appeals a disciplinary penalty after failing to
convince city management to reverse it. Apparently the city "lost royally" during arbitration, Mr. McIntyre said, forcing Menlo Park to reinstate the
officer. The city manager said he told the council that paying the officer to leave instead of returning to work would be "a million dollar check."
He expressed frustration that some members of the City Council wanted to discuss the matter publicly despite regulations prohibiting disclosure.
Without naming Officer Vasquez, the city manager mentioned the officer's length of service and gender. Only two current officers matched the
description; a painstaking search of employment data, police logs and court records led the Almanac to a Santa Clara County Superior Court file that
detailed the case against the officer.
"You overheard a conversation between two colleagues," Mr. McIntyre told the Almanac during an interview in January. He said he didn't remember
precisely what he said at the Hub, and stated that it's not unusual for a city manager to consult his predecessor.
Officer Vasquez told the Almanac he'd been ordered not to talk about it by the interim police chief. At an hourly rate of $52.40, his annual
base wage is approximately $109,004. Should he retire at age 50 with at least 25 years of service, he'd receive 75 percent of his final salary as
a pension; that increases to 90 percent if he retires after 30 years.
Jeffrey Vasquez jeopardized his 24-year career with the Menlo Park Police Department when he went to the wrong place at the wrong time on Feb.
18, 2011.

COPS SOLICIT PROSTITUTES

But the investigation came to light anyway more than a year later. On Oct. 17, 2012, Menlo Park City Manager Alex McIntyre sat talking about city
business with his predecessor, Glen Rojas, at a communal table near the bar at the Menlo Hub, a Menlo Park restaurant. Their conversation carried to
an Almanac reporter sitting at the other end of the same table.

According to court documents, a Sunnyvale police officer acting on a tip was watching a motel room for signs of 32-year-old Natalia Ramirez, who
had two outstanding bench warrants. He knocked on the door. Once inside, the officer asked Ms. Ramirez what was going on.
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"She replied that it was what it looked like. I asked her if it was prostitution, she replied by saying yes," the police report stated. Her male companion
did not reveal himself as a fellow law enforcement officer until a check of his driver's license alerted the Sunnyvale police that he was.
Detective Vasquez was in Sunnyvale to serve a subpoena related to a Menlo Park sexual assault case, he told the officers, "and this was not the first
time he had solicited a prostitute for sex," according to the filing. Upon learning that the target of the subpoena wouldn't be home until later, the
report states the detective said, "I had an hour to kill" so he called "My Redbook," a site listing local escorts and their phone numbers.
Ms. Ramirez confirmed that she advertised on Redbook and said that Detective Vasquez had called her, asking to come over later, according to the
Sunnyvale police report. She didn't remember what name he had used. The Menlo Park police officer "admitted that he was there for sex" and that he
had found her on Redbook. They hadn't engaged in sexual activity before Sunnyvale police arrived or discussed specific prices or services, according to
the report.
Asked why he didn't immediately identify himself as a police officer, Detective Vasquez reportedly responded, "I don't want to be a dick and ask for
preferential treatment." Senior officers from Sunnyvale and Menlo Park arrived on the scene after a series of calls -- standard procedure when an
incident involves a fellow officer, according to law enforcement sources. Capt. Carl Rushmeyer of Sunnyvale showed up, then Watch Commander Tim
Brackett and Sgt. Matt Bacon of Internal Affairs, both from Menlo Park.

Charged with misdemeanor solicitation, Officer Vasquez hired Redwood City attorney William Rapoport to handle the case and pleaded not guilty in
June 2011. A month later -- on July 11 -- the prosecution asked to dismiss the case. The problem? Prosecutors were notified the day of Ms. Ramirez's
trial that the officer who had interviewed her was unavailable to testify. According to Deputy District Attorney Rob Baker, who supervised the case, the
officer was caring for his wife as she endured a life-threatening medical crisis. A Sunnyvale officer confirmed the circumstances related to the dismissal
to the Almanac and said his department had hoped the case could have gone forward.
"I wanted to prosecute the case, that's the reason we charged it," Mr. Baker said. "But in light of the (misdemeanor) charges, we didn't feel it appropriate
to force the cop to come to court when his wife was going through something that serious."
Losing a key witness left the case against both Ms. Ramirez and Officer Vasquez dead in the water. "We couldn't prove the case against the cop because
the (officer) who actually observed him in the room with the prostitute wasn't available," Mr. Baker said. The court would regard the confessions
recorded in the police report as inadmissible hearsay, he explained, without the testimony of the officer who took the statement...
His team looked for workaround strategies to no avail. They concluded that ultimately they weren't going to be able to use Ms. Ramirez's statement.
"What's the jury going to think when the primary officer doesn't show up to testify? If I was to dismiss the case against her, his defense attorney
would then know we couldn't prove the case against him," Mr. Baker said. A pre-trial conference for the charge against Officer Vasquez had been
set for the same day as Ms. Ramirez's trial.
In the end they asked the court to dismiss the case for lack of evidence. "With misdemeanors, you only get one bite at the apple. The case gets
dismissed, and that's it," Mr. Baker said. "Had this been felony conduct, we could have dismissed and then refiled it."

COPS SOLICIT PROSTITUTES

Ms. Ramirez, who has a criminal record for drug possession and prostitution, was arrested on the bench warrants. The report noted that Sunnyvale
police turned a "distraught" Detective Vasquez over to his Menlo Park colleagues and forwarded the case to the district attorney.

It is not known whether the alleged prostitute was convicted and sentenced to prison...
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